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SA THAN PARIS
Corsica is closer to Italy than to France.
Early invaders from the continent included
Etruscans, Greeks, Romans and Goths.
The Tuscans built towering ramparts at
Bonifacio Harbor that kept the French navy
at bay until 1768. Corsica’s mother tongue
is still Corsu, a close relative of Tuscan,
the dialect spoken in Pisa, a few hours’
sail northeast. If you plan on continuing
from here to Sardinia, time your departure
for dusk, when Bonifacio’s white cliffs
glow pink in the setting sun. Dolphins
will accompany your boat to the Lavezzi
Islands, midway across the strait.
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FISH AND TRIPS
A fish farm floats off Corsica’s western
coast. Aquaculture and tourism are two
key industries in the regional capital

of Ajaccio. Visitors may take cetacean-
spotting trips from the quayside to see
striped dolphins and fin whales or dine
on swordfish and squid in the Italian
restaurants that ring the port. Locals
prefer their seafood thinly sliced and
raw, in the form of carpaccio. Pair dinner
with a smooth vermentino white or fiery
barbarossa red wine. Both come from the
AOC (Appellation d’Origine Contrélée)
Ajaccio vineyards, next to the town.
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GETTING THERE

The northern and southern
capitals of Corsica, Bastia and
Ajaccio, welcome flights from
Paris and Rome. Two smaller
airports, Sainte-Catherine near
Calvi and Figari Sud Corse near
Bonifacio, are served by southern
French airports including those
at Marseille and Nice. The
Italian-run vessels of Corsica
Ferries (www.corsica-ferries.
co.uk] zip across the Ligurian
Sea from Toulon and Nice and
across the Gulf of Genoa from
Savona, southwest of Milan.
Most have cabins, plunge pools
and a selection of cracking Italian
restaurants. Corsica’s mountain-
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crossing train line (www.train-
corse.com) opened in 1888. This
train chugs out of Bastia four
times daily on its precipitous
route to Ajaccio via Corte. An
additional line runs past endless
beaches from Bastia to Calvi.

UPPER CORSICA

The French département of
Haute-Corse (or Upper Corsica)
is anchored in Bastia. This
seafaring city is based around the
Portu Vechju, or Old Port. Here
about 50 seafood restaurants
glean their catch of grouper and
squid from the multicolored
fishing boats bobbing along the
quay. From Bastia, beaches
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The Citadel in Corte

run south for about 150km to
Palombaggia Beach. To the west,
there is plenty more stunning
coastline. From the resort of
Saint-Florent, visitors may take a
boat to Saleccia Beach, regarded
as one of Corsica’s three best
beaches. The medieval Citadel of
Calvi is one and a half hours by
car (or a multiday trek along the
coast) from Saint-Florent.

SOUTHERN CORSICA
Corse-du-Sud, or Southern
Corsica, is comprised of Ajaccio,
Bonifacio and one of the finest
coastlines in the Mediterranean.
Take a boat trip to the Lavezzi
Islands Marine Preserve, the
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ancient harbor of Porto-Vecchio
or the Italian island of Sardinia.
Beach lovers will delight in
Cupabia Beach, sheltered in
one of Corsica’s many stunning
coves. For history, head inland
by car or bike. The towering
mountaintop village of Sartene
is the gateway to the island’s
wild interior. Cauria’s prehistoric
standing stones are south

of Sarténe, and the nearby
Rinaghju and Stantari megaliths
may date back thousands of
years. For the ultimate cross
section of Corsican culture,

hike the southern Mare a Mare
trail, which passes many of the
island’s most ancient sights.



