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SeptTakeazilopvﬂight—oreventhetram—tothestill-red-hot
Riviera. Don't delay: next month temperatures tumble
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paddedloungers, withasidetable andNice, viaParis, from £144 return.

for chips andbeer, instead of dodgy = -
plastic chairs. Take apost-movie dip T try .
atCrique des Pécheurs, the secret TH ABRAVA

beachjustbelowthe Rock of Monaco. Today's forecastis still: ‘Scorchio!

Sunny swim: A-list Cap Ferratmay Alfresco attraction: Walk to the castle .
have six publicbeaches, butif youwant promontory at Cap Roig for views of 4d 4
privacy, nothingbeats Club Dauphin the FormiguesIsles and Botanical
atFour Seasons’ Grand Hoteldu Cap Garden. Thetemperature averages Ldle
Ferrat (fourseasons.com/capferrat; 26°Cin September —take a strollvia summer
entry £65). Patsy and Eddy romped antique wooden bridges androcky leld()\\‘n
hereintherecent Ab Fabfilm.lts Art inlets down cliffstothe bay atEL Crit.
Deco seawater poolis heated to 28°C. Don’t
Sunny swim:Pack your snorkel, hire assume
Outdoor eat: Snuggled up to the Italian amotorboat (pacoboats.com; £297 for
border,Mentonis statistically the ahalf-day), orkayak (kayakingcosta
sunniesttowninFrance. lts tastiest brava.com;from £9 anhour) fromthe
restaurantterraceis Maison Martin et fishingvillage of Tamariuand pootle
Fils (maison-martin-et-fils.com;mains  to coves perfectforspottingthe By now,
about £9), whichbangs outregional marine life wriggling about the reefs. Brittany’s
specialities such as Nicoise daube stew high is
and pissaladiéreoniontart. Outdoor eat: PaiRaim (pairaim.com; 18°C, while
mains about £12),inan ArtNouveau pile Kent’s
Summery sleep: Nice's south-facing incoastalPalafrugell, servesupthe
Hotel Negresco (hotel-negresco-nice. likes of Catalan codandlberian pork
com; doubles from £201,roomonly) withmuscatand cinnamon.Nab one
soaks up the sun (andthe stars: the of its charmingalfresco dining spaces. -
Queenandthe Beatles are former September
patrons). Guests get concessionary Summery sleep: WithHotel Trias's b}' ht"ddiﬂg
accesstobeach clubNeptunePlage rates dropping off-season (doubles south
acrossthe Promenade des Anglais. from £181,B&B, in Augustdownto (see left).
Untilthe end of Septemberithostsa £100inSeptember; andilanahotels.
Friday-night BBQ with two-Michelin- com),now's thetime to checkin
star chef Jean-Denis Rieubl. to this Art Decoicon. Covered poolside Shorething:
terracesfoilautumnbreezes, and :wd(msefmm
op left, the coast
Shoulditrain: Nice boastsmore there'samenuof Martinisto get from Cap Martin
museums thanmostFrench cities through afterthatsunset swim. lookingoutto
outside Paris. The Pass Musées Monaco; facade
f : . . . B inNice; sunny
(en.nicetourisme.com; £8) grants Shoulditrain:Headinlandto the Dali Menton; the
accessto lots of them,includingthe Theatre Museum (salvador-dali.org; Promenadedes
Musée des Beaux-Arts, withits £11), whichknocks the spots off the Anglais, Nice;
works by South of France habitués museumsinBarcelona. pissal?diéreonion
tart; Nice sunset;
RaoulDufy and Pierre Bonnard. Menton; salade
Must-do: Spain's mostbeautiful Nicoise; Monte
Must-do: Head to Eden Plage private beachbar, CalaBanys (calabanys.es; Carlo'sGrand
. . . Casino; fountain
beach club (edenplagelamala.com). openuntil October) is adream at this inMenton; Four
Seawatertemperatures are abalmy time of year. Order a sangriaand listen Seasons’ Cap
23°CinSeptemberandbeachbeds tothe waves shushingto shore. Ferrat; alfresco
are slashedto £8 perday (down from “::e";,cs"s ?:di“'s
£24in August).Bestofall,thoseltalian ~ Getme there:Ryanair (ryanair.com) Nice's Musée
bambiniare safely back atschool. fliesfromLutonfrom £55return. desBeaux-Arts

all France
is hotter
than home.

trumps it
at 20°C. Get
a sunnier
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http://www.cinemas2monaco.com
http://pairaim.com/
http://andilanahotels.com/
http://andilanahotels.com/
http://salvador-dali.org/
http://calabanys.es/
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the south side over the north:it's two degrees warmer
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Se Pt The sun’s still shining on Italy’s southerly isle — choose
A

Alfresco attraction: Take aseatand
imagine watchingatragedy unfold
onstageinthe Greek amphitheatrein
Syracuse (regione.sicilia.it; £8). This
140m-stone semicircleis almost
perfectlyintact — and, off-season,
almosttourist-free. Across theroadis
theRomans' versionandthe echoey
cavernusedby Dionysius as aprison.

Sunny swim: Stock up atthe kiosk by
the signpostto Vendicari (vendicari.
net),amarshy reserve near Noto —
thisisthelasthumanyou'llsee for
yonks! Storks and avocetsforge apath
up theboardwalk to Calamosche,
aseemingly forgotten sandy cove.

Outdoor eat: Inthe late-afternoon
sun, Noto glimmers asif facedin gold.
Caffe Siciliasitsinthrall atthe foot of
the Baroque cathedral. Overstuffed
cannolihitthe sweet spot,and scoops
of granita(£4) —indaring flavours
such astomato, basil or cedar —hold
you offuntildinner.

Summery sleep: Calmbeachesare
only 30 minutes away fromLe Lumie
(lelumie.com; doubles from £91,B&B),
butonceyou're cloisteredinitslemon
andbergamotorchard, allthat sand will
seemabitofabother.Book the Brown
Deluxeroom:its balcony has day-long
sunandaview of Modica, the Baroque
townfamous forits chocolate.

Shoulditrain: Bookinto ashow
atOrtigia's puppettheatre (teatro
deipupisiracusa.it; £7.15). The
spectacles come withflamboyant
costumes andmelodramaworthy of
the Grand Opera. The dialogueisin
Italian, butthatwon'tmatterwhenthe
musicramps up andtheheadsroll.

Must-do: Take astrollalongthe
cobbled promenadethat circles the
island city of Ortigia, over Byzantine
fortress walls androcky shores where
kids plungeintothe Med. You'llneed

a gelatotofollow, naturally — savour
itonthe steps of the Duomo.

Getmethere: Norwegian (norwegian.

com) flies direct from Gatwick to
Cataniafrom£163return.
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Picnic alaplage? Corsica’'s acorker

Stepaside
Stonehenge.From4,000t0 3,500
years ago, ancient Corsicans built
amegalithic settlementatFilitosa
(filitosa.fr, £5.50), about an hour
away from Ajaccio. The current
siteis apastoral stone wilderness
shadedby centuries-oldolive trees.

Plage Rondinara,
a40-minute drive from Porto Vecchio,
isreckonedtobe one of the best
beachesintheworld.It'saperfect
semi-circle of sand, clasping
aturquoise lagoon.

Corsicancuisineis divided
into merand terre. Campo diMonte
(fermecampodimonte.com; setmenu
withdrinks £46)is the latter. Head to
aclearinginthe wildforestedhills
above StFlorentforafarmhouse feast
of wild-boar stew andrustic wine.

OnStFlorent's
shimmering seafront, Demeure
Loredana (demeureloredana.com;
doubles from £162,room only) has
18 chi-chirooms (most with sea views)
arranged around avastinfinity pool.
Thetown's stunning Plage delaRoya
isa15-minute strollaway.

Visitthe Clos d'Alzeto
vineyard (vineyard-closdalzeto.com)
—it'sone of dozens of boutique
island wineries that produce crisp
Vermentino whites and punchily fat
Sciaccarelloreds. Tastings are free,
butit's diplomaticto buy afew bottles.

Take aboattriparound
the Scandola Nature Reserve
(promenades-en-mer.org; £47 from
Ajaccio or Porticcio). This volcanic
finger of redrock crumblesintothe
Medto formone big Unesco World
Heritage Site. Fishingis banned — so
expecteaglesanddolphins.

Easylet (easyjet.com)
flies Gatwick to Ajaccio,and
ManchestertoBastia, from £69return.
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letdown

Centre stage:the
Greektheatrein
Syracuse; above,
the waterfrontin
Ortigia; churchin
Baroque Modica;
Noto's cathedral;
cannolipastries;
rightfromtop, Val
diNoto; detailofa
Baroqueterracein
Modica; Modica's
cathedral at night
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